


Interaction
Established scientists will interact 
with a new generation of world-class 
researchers and outstanding students, 
sharing sophisticated tools and 
state-of-the-art facilities.

“The interaction areas adjacent to our offices are my single favorite thing 
about our new space. I sit there and eat lunch, have a coffee, or just talk 
to colleagues every single day. With the light, the furniture, these are 
great places to meet and talk to people.”  

	 Dr. John Beamish, Professor of Physics
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I l lumination
Capturing and placing sunlight deep inside the structure enhances interior spaces.

“Edmonton winters are dark and long. I feel instantly rejuvenated in the CCIS 
building during the day thanks to the brilliant use of light – it is a bright, 
relaxing place that makes me happy to enter in the morning.” 	

	 Dr. Jillian Buriak, Professor of Chemistry
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From innovative teaching to cutting edge research, the CCIS 
sets the stage for unique collaborations by five research groups 
within the faculty, across campus, and around the world.

Ex
plo

rat
ion “Typically, the research 

done by each discipline 
was undertaken by the 
associated lab members 
and then combined. Now, 
in CCIS, members of each 
discipline come together 
frequently, and have begun 
learning techniques used 
by the other labs – my 
geneticists are doing 
reductive amination 
reactions – and chemists 
are cloning DNA!”

	 Dr. Christine Szymanski, 
Associate Professor, Biological 
Sciences, and Medical 
Microbiology and Immunology



The openess and transparency of the CCIS reflects an attitude about learning and 
research within the Faculty of Science. The Centre can accommodate up to 18,000 
graduate and undergraduate students on a daily basis.
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Education
“That’s what is truly remarkable about this building – it’s about the 
collaboration, the cross-fertilization of ideas that will happen here with 
some of the brightest scientific minds in the country and in the world, 
working together under one roof.”         Ed Stelmach, Premier of Alberta 



Conviction

“The CCIS building is beautiful! This fact alone makes me feel proud every morning when I come in to work...proud of my own accomplishments and proud of my university.”  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Dr. Tracy Raivio, Associate Professor, Biological Sciences
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The Integration of space and 

architecture, through the design of 

the CCIS and the restoration of the 

Quadrangle, has restored a vision for 

the university and created a context 

for another century of opportunity 

and achievement.

Next Generation

“We have a modern science building that supports state-of-
the-art research in all respects and at the same time, makes 
an architectural statement that lives up to its location on the 
Quadrangle and complements such a historic location.” 

	 Dr. Gregory Taylor
	 Dean of Science



More than another campus building.  

More than an extraordinary academic resource. 

More than a place to house labs and classrooms and equipment. 

The Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science reinvents 

the heart of the university.

It allows the University of Alberta to realize several institutional goals: provide 

state-of-the-art instructional facilities; accommodate additional science 

faculty; create an interdisciplinary environment for students and researchers; 

promote inter-faculty collaboration; and create a highly productive, collegial 

environment that will aid in recruitment and retention of faculty.
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Reinvention
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“We have had an enormous response from the community. We 
have already noticed that the space, both in the observatory, and 
in the building successfully engages our visitors’ imaginations.

	 Sharon Morsink, Associate Professor in Physics, Director of the Observatory



About Flad Architects 

Flad Architects specializes in the planning and design of innovative facilities for 

healthcare, higher education, and science and technology clients.  With offices across 

the United States, Flad is a nationally recognized leader in serving the complex needs 

of knowledge-based organizations.
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